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Adam DeGraff is a native of Chicago, Illinois, where he began playing the violin at age four.  He is a beneficiary of that city’s rich musical life, having had the opportunity to work and study with many of the principal violinists of the Chicago Symphony Orchestra and members of the Vermeer Quartet. As a high school student, he was one of the youngest members of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago, the same group he went on to lead as co-concertmaster while a student at Northwestern University.  As a member of the Civic Orchestra, Adam performed with many of the world’s great conductors including Sir George Solti, Zubin Mehta, Pierre Boulez, and Daniel Barenboim.





After his graduation from Northwestern, where he was a student of Gerardo Ribeiro, Adam and his wife, flutist Lisa Spector DeGraff, played for a season with the Spoleto Festival Orchestra in Spoleto, Italy.  Upon his return to the United States, Adam commenced graduate study at Rice University where he was mentored by the late Raphael Fliegel.





In 1997, though only 23 at the time, Adam won the position of principal second violin with the Richmond Symphony Orchestra.  During his five years in Richmond, he performed works such as John Williams’ Schindler’s List, Mozart’s Symphonia Concertante, and Vivaldi’s Four Seasons, as a favored soloist with the orchestra.  He performed seminal chamber music works, including Igor Stravinsky’s L’Histoire du Soldat, and Arnold Schoenberg’s Verklärte Nacht (with Joseph Silverstein).  Adam frequently served as concertmaster during his tenure.  Demonstrating his commitment to nurturing younger violinists, Adam was also a member of the faculty at St. Catherine’s School, and performed with the Oberon Quartet (the School’s quartet in residence).





In 2002, Adam moved to West Virginia and lives with his family in arts-friendly Lewisburg, where, in addition to performing, he maintains a large studio of violin and fiddle students.  As a member of Pianafiddle, he has recorded three CDs and a full-length concert DVD with pianist Lynn Wright.  Adam has many non-musical interests as well, however, all but two are currently on hold while he and his wife enjoy spending every last minute with their two young children.





Adam DeGraff performs on a rare violin made by Bernardus Calcanius (Genoa, ca. 1750) and a bow by Victor Fetique.
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